
YUCATAN:
Landof theAncient Maya

Dear Travelers:
Join us and discover Mexico’s

“Land of the Ancient Maya”—
Yucatan! See 3,000 years of
history come alive as we explore
pyramids, temples, stone path-
ways, waterways, carved stelae and
ancient astronomical links of one
of the most advanced civilizations
in the Western Hemisphere.

The extraordinary Maya people
developed a remarkable heritage
of immense pyramids, intricate
stone and wood carvings, two
accurate calendars, astronomical
observatories and predictions,
agriculture, and a fully descriptive
written language based on detailed,
representative petroglyphs.
Discover these stone cities, and
the many artifacts on-site and in
museums. Research has discovered
much about the Maya so that it is
possible to reconstruct the outlines
of a complex and fascinating
ancient society.

We are privileged to have 
Dr. Bruce Love, a noted Yucatan
Maya expert, as our leader on this
expedition. Under Dr. Love•s
excellent leadership, we•ll explore
fascinating Maya sites in Yucatan.
Through years of living and
working in Yucatan, Dr. Love 
has learned to speak the Maya
language. He looks forward to
introducing you to living Maya
descendants of the 1000-year-old
culture and exploring the archaeo-
astronomical aspects of the sites.

The itinerary includes:
• Merida, formerly the Maya

capital •T•ho,Ž and in 2000 the
first city to be designated an
•American Capital of Culture.Ž
Merida is rich in colonial
architecture, vibrant plazas
surrounded by historic murals,
colorful markets, museums, and
hospitable people.
• Dzibilchaltun, a site which

spans 2000 years as a Maya
administrative and ceremonial

Costs & Conditions
Trip Fee: $2,995 per person based on
twin share plus air fare USA to Merida,
round trip.
Questions:
Please call Marisa Eide at 
Betchart Expeditions Inc.

Telephone (800) 252 4910 
or (408) 252 4910
Fax (408) 252 1444
Email:

Marisa@betchartexpeditions.com
Expedition Fee Includes:
Land transport; group airport 
transfers; accommodations twin share;
all meals Days 2-8; tips to drivers and
local guides; entrance fees; baggage
handling; leadership, administration.
Expedition Fee Does Not Include:
International air fare (quoted separately);
independent transfers; meals on Day 1
or 9; beverages with meals; personal
items such as laundry, phone calls,
alcoholic beverages, sodas, snacks,
personal insurance; or foreign airport
departure taxes.
What to Expect: 
This expedition is planned for travelers
who would enjoy discovering the Maya
heritage of the Yucatan, with leadership
by a Maya expert. Activities will be at a
leisurely pace suitable for discovery.
Food will include a varied Yucatecan
and international menu.

Weather in winter in Yucatan is
wonderful; generally it will be between
75-85°F with clear skies. This expedition
will be a tremendous experience for
travelers with an appetite for adventure
who would enjoy a chance to explore
the rich cultural heritage of the Maya in
Yucatan. We will have a grand adventure
of discovery. (No smoking in vehicles,
during lectures, or meals, please.)
Air Flights:
Please book flights to arrive in Merida
on February 9, 2008 and to depart on
February 17, 2008.
Accommodations:
Are in first class hotels, which reflect the
cultural heritage of Yucatan, based on
twin share of a room with private bath.
Single accommodations are available
for a supplement of $395. If you do not
have a roommate, or we cannot provide
one, the single supplement must be paid.
Reservations, Deposits &
Payments: To reserve a place on this
expedition, please mail a deposit of
$500 per person with the completed
reservation form to: 

Yucatan Expedition
Betchart Expeditions Inc.
17050 Montebello Road,
Cupertino, CA 95014-5435 .

Balance of land fee is due 60 days
before departure.

Responsibility: Betchart Expeditions Inc., the American
Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS), Sigma Xi,
the Scientific Research Society, and the American Chemical
Society (ACS), act only as agents for the passenger with respect
to transportation and hotels, and exercise every care possible.
However, we can assume no liability for injury, damage, delay,
loss, accident or irregularity in connection with the services
of any airplane, ship, motorcoach, or any other conveyance
used in carrying out the arrangements of the tour. We cannot
accept any responsibility for losses or additional expenses
due to delay or changes in air or other services, sickness,
weather, strike, war, quarantine, acts of God, terrorism, or
other causes beyond our control. All such losses or expenses
will have to be borne by the passenger, as tour rates provide
for arrangements only for the time stated. We reserve the
right to substitute another leader of similar expertise or to
cancel any tour prior to departure, in which case the entire
payment will be refunded with no further obligation on our
part. The right is also reserved to decline to accept or retain
any person as a member of the tour. No refund will be made
for the unused portion of any tour unless arrangements are
made in sufficient time to avoid penalties. The price of the
program is based on current tariffs and rates, and is subject
to change. Any tariff, exchange rate, or fuel increases will be
passed on to participants. Baggage is carried at the owner•s
risk entirely. It is understood that the air ticket when issued
shall constitute the sole contract between the passenger and
the airline concerned. The airlines concerned are not to be
held responsible for any act, omission, or event during the
time passengers are not on board their plane or conveyance.
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city from 1500 BC until European
conquest in the 1540•s. See the
astronomical central plaza, with
solstice and equinox markers, and
Temple of the Seven Dolls.
• Izamal, the center of worship

to the Sun God and the Supreme
God, Itzamna. See the Venus
sighting platform, cathedral, 
and pyramids.
• Chichen Itza, the greatest

Maya site in the Yucatan. See 
El Castillo, the temple dedicated
to Kukulcan. Discover its many
temples, ballcourt, plazas, and 
the observatory El Caracol.
• Balancanche, the mysterious

300-meter-deep cave with cere-
monial incense burners, colorful
pots, and ritual grinding stones.
• Valladolid, a center for handi-

crafts with many historic buildings,
including the central plaza.
• Coba, a Maya site with towering

pyramids and stelae, but still only
about 10-15% uncovered from the
luxuriant growth of tropical forest.

• Tulum, a Maya site with
dramatic sea coast location 
overlooking the Caribbean, and 
a major trading center for the 
Maya.
• Uxmal, a superb site whose

architecture shows an influence
of highland Mexico. This reflects
the distant trade routes during 
the Maya classic period.
• Puuc Hill sites, including

Kabah, Sayil, and Labna, with
many small buildings with
geometric mosaic patterns 
across the facades.

We invite you to join us as we
discover the ancient Maya wonders
of the Yucatan and seek answers
to long sought questions about the
Maya civilization!
Sincerely,

Robert P. Nansen
Naturalist

FIRST CLASS

February 9-17,
2008

Cancellations & Refunds:
The initial deposit is refundable 
up to 60 days
before departure
less a handling fee
of $100 per person.
There is no refund
after the 60-day period
unless your place is
resold, then only the
$100 per person
handling fee is withheld.
There are no refunds for
unused meals or other
expedition features.

Discover... 
one of the new
“7 Wonders of
the World”with
Yucatan expert 
Dr. Bruce Love!

Explore theYUCATAN
Land of the Ancient Maya!
With Yucatan expert Dr. Bruce Love
February 9-17, 2008

AAAS Travels & Sigma Xi Expeditions
Betchart Expeditions Inc.

17050 Montebello Road, Cupertino, CA 95014-5435

The American Association for the Advancement of Science
& Sigma Xi,The Scientific Research Society

Discover Chichen Itza!... One of 
the new “7 Wonders of the World!”




